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Łukasz Kuropaczewski

Program 
November 9, 2024 | 7:30 pm

Hungarian Trio, 4. Spinning Dance	 Nathan Kolosko (b. 1943) 
Hasti- guitar, Tommy- flute, Kaden- cello

Aria e Cadenza 	 K. Penderecki (1933-2020) 
			   Arr. L. Kuropaczewski

10 Catalan Folksongs	 M. Llobet (1878-1938) 
  Plany, El Testament d'Amelia, Canco del Lladre,  
  Lo Rossinyol, Lo Fill del Rei, El Mestre,  
  La Nit de Nadal, La Filadora,  
  La Pastoreta, El Noi de la Mare

Tre Immagini	 A. Debicz (b. 1988) 
  I, II, III 	 Dedicated to L. Kuropaczewski

Intermission

Suite in Modo Polonico	 A. Tansman (1897-1986) 
  Entrée, Gagliarde, Kujawiak, Polonaise	  
  Berceuse d'Orient, Reverie, Alla Polacca 
  Kolysanka no. 2, Oberka

In Your Hands	 D. Bruce (b. 1970) 
  I, II, III	 Dedicated to L. Kuropaczewski

 
Artist’s CDs are available for sale. Thank you for your support.



Łukasz Kuropaczewski

Hailed as “the new megastar of the  
classical guitar” (El Nuevo Dia, Puerto 
Rico), is a globally sought-after soloist 
and chamber musician, celebrated for 
his powerful and refined performances. 
Lauded by The Washington Post as “an 
amiable bear of a soloist,” Łukasz has 
performed at top venues like London’s 
Royal Festival Hall, Carnegie Hall, and 
Warsaw’s National Philharmonic.

A passionate chamber musician, he 
has collaborated with artists such as the Orion String Quartet, 
Avi Avital, Richard Galliano, and Jakub Jozef Orlinski. Łukasz's 
artistry has inspired numerous composers to create works for 
him, including premieres at the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival 
and the Caramoor Festival. His repertoire includes concertos by 
Gilardino, Meyer, Gorecki, and Tansman, and his guitar adaptation of 
Penderecki’s Viola Concerto, premiered with Sinfonia Varsovia.

Currently on the faculty at Kunst University Graz, Austria, and the 
Academy of Music in Poznan, Poland, Łukasz holds a doctorate 
in performance and has received Poland’s “Meritorious for Polish 
Culture” medal. He performs on a Julian Dammann guitar with 
Savarez Alliance Forum strings.

“Kuropaczewski performed with such passion and technical 
perfection that the audience could only fall in love with him.” 
(Nurnberger Zeitung, Germany) 

www.lukaszguitar.com



Chamber Music Center

Our Mission

We aim to spread the magic of chamber music and to empower 
young musicians with the skills to transform their world:  

compassion, commitment, communication, and collaboration.

      
Mary Jo Pagano, founder of CMC and 
acclaimed by The New York Times as a 
“major talent,” has performed widely as a 
soloist and chamber musician, including 
appearances at Carnegie Hall and the 
Ravinia Festival. A Manhattan School 
of Music graduate and student of Leon 
Fleisher, she is also featured on the PBS 
educational series Exploring a World of 
Music. 

 www.chambermusiccenter.org



The NYC Guitar Orchestra is...

Nicoletta Todesco  

The New York City Guitar Orchestra, founded in 2010 by the NYC 
Classical Guitar Society and led by Nicoletta Todesco, brings 
together guitarists for a unique musical and social experience. 
This community ensemble expands the guitar orchestra repertoire 
through an ambitious commissioning program, supported by The 
Augustine Foundation and private donors. 
 
Nicoletta Todesco, a Brooklyn-based guitarist and composer, 
debuted at Carnegie Hall in 2019 and has performed with NOVUS 
NY and Heartbeat Opera’s Lady M, described as “flat-out brilliant” 
by The New York Times. Originally from Italy, she holds degrees 
from Trento and Bologna Conservatories and received Yale’s Eliot 
Fisk Prize for her contributions to guitar performance. Learn more at 
www.nyccgs.com/orchestra.

www.nicolettatodesco.org
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Spectra: New Music for Guitar Orchestra

The New York City Guitar Orchestra, conducted by Jason Sagebiel 
and Nicoletta Todesco in collaboration with artistic direction by John 
Olson, releases Spectra (2024), a collection of newly composed 
works for multiple guitars by such luminaries of the plucked 
string world as David Leisner, Frederic Hand, David Loeb, William 
Anderson, and João Luiz. Music for multiple players on the same 
instrument has grown in recent years, perhaps inspired by the 
success of percussion ensembles. Works by prominent composers 
for several bassoons, or flutes, or pianos have made their mark on 
concert programs. The guitar is a natural fit for similar ventures, 
inhabiting its own space in the concert music world, increasingly 
integrated with other instruments but retaining its unique profile. The 
music and spirited collaboration on this recording reflect the sense 
of community that is only further enhanced by projects of this sort.

Stream or buy the album



Our Mission
To provide a framework for the shared enjoyment and exploration of the classical 
guitar in New York City, and to promote awareness and appreciation of its heritage 

and infuence across musical genres

Special Thanks
The New York City Classical Guitar Society gratefully acknowledges the 

support of the following individuals, businesses, and foundations, whose generosity 
makes our programming possible. To learn more about the NYCCGS, become a 

member, or support us financially, please visit guitarsociety.nyc.

Benefactors ($1,000 and above)
The Augustine Foundation • Classical Guitar Corner • La Bella Strings 

Ronald Arevalo • Greg Askins • Paul Bennett • Pedro Cruz • Andrew Pearson

Sustaining Associates ($500–$999 with automated monthly donations)
Roberta Wallis

Associates ($500–$999)
DalMaestro • Len Blum • Stephen Grable 

Garrett Lee and Candace Wang • Michael Lorimer

Patrons ($250–$499)
Anonymous • Rex Auchincloss • Ryan Bagg • Diana Castelnuovo-Tedesco 
Julia Dodge • David Leisner • Alfonso Ramos • Kyle Roberts • Sami Shaio

Contributors ($100–$249)
Mariano Aguirre • Helen Bates • Mel Bergstein • Bill Braunstein •  
Elizabeth Coleman • Mark Dagley • Gloria Cortez • Jacques Debrot 

Harvey Freed • Chris Freitag • Robert Golden • Chuck Heaphy • Paul Herzman 
Peter Hofmann • John Lehmann-Haupt • Jesse Miller • David Nadal 
Michael Newman • John Olson and Gioia De Cari • Louis O’Neill 

Cesar Pereira • Carmen Ross • Steven Schoenberger 
Jacqueline van Gorkom • Gohar Vardanyan • Samuel Vascones 

Samantha Wells • Jeffrey Wilt

New York City Classical Guitar Society 
Nathan Fischer, President 

P.O. Box 1691 • Radio City Station • New York, NY 10101

info@nyccgs.com     www.guitarsociety.nyc



The John Olson Endowment 
for the NYC Classical Guitar Society

 
John Served 17 Years!

Please consider a donation of...

Scan QR to visit our campaign  

$17, $34, $85, $170, $255, $510, $1700
 
(or, choose your own multiple of 17!)

 
 
For 17 years, John Olson led the New York City Classical Guitar Society 
with passion, bringing exceptional performances to our city. Now, in 
his honor, we’ve launching an endowment to sustain our concert 
series and support visiting artists. Your contribution will help keep 
New York a hub for classical guitar, attracting top talent worldwide.

Since 1936, the NYC Classical Guitar Society has carried on our city’s 
rich guitar legacy, rooted in the performances of Miguel Llobet and 
Andrés Segovia. Join us in preserving this tradition—your support 
will ensure we continue inspiring and uplifting our community for 
generations.

Visit www.nyccgs.com/donate or scan the QR code to contribute. 
Thank you for your support.



Upcoming Concerts

December 13 
NYC Guitar Orchestra 

One of a kind, in the world

January 31 
Celil Refik Kaya 

International Artist Series 
The phenomenal Turkish-American guitarist/composer 

 
February 21 
Soloduo 

International Artist Series 
Internationally acclaimed - mind blowing!

March 7 
Petra Polácková 

International Artist Series 
The Czech virtuoso

March 25 
Marco Topchii 

Guitar Foundation of America 
The Ukrainian phenom

April 19 
Alan Liu 

Salon Series 
The emerging Chinese-Canadian star

www.nyccgs.com


